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ANTTI LAITINEN

KENDINE AIT BIR ADA

WORK=BEING IN THE WORLD projesinin ikinci
sunumu, Finlandiyali sanatci Antti Laitinen'in It's
My Island I, Il, Il isimli calismasiyla devam ediyor.
1975 dogumlu olan Laitinen, Turku ve Helsinki
sanat akademilerinde egitim aldiktan sonra, 2003
yilindan itibaren actigi sergilerde, doga ile insan
iliskileri Gzerine yogunlasti. Sanatci, heykel,
performans, video ve mekana 6zgu yerlestirme
teknikleriyle eszamanl olarak calisarak birbiriyle
iliski icinde olan diziler tretti. izleyici olmaksizin
gerceklestirdigi eylemlerinde, 1960’lardan
itibaren cagdas sanatin Uretim pratikleri icinde
olan performans teknigini kullanarak farkli
kavramlara gonderme yapti. 2002 yilinda
yiyecek, icecek ve giysisi olmaksizin dogada dort
glin gecirip viicudunun aldigi sekli belgeleyen
sanatcinin Bare Neccesities isimli calismasi, onun
sanat yasami icin bir donim noktasidir. Bu
tarihten sonra sadece doganin kendisine sundugu
tas, camur, agac kabugu gibi malzemeleri
kullanarak trettigi isleriyle “kisisel titopyalarinin”
pesine disen Laitinen, insanoglunun evrensel
dislerine ve hayallerine génderme yapar.

2007 yilinda Urettigi It's My Island isimli video
calismasi, aslinda ¢ buytk projeksiyondan
olusan bir triptik olarak tasarlanmisti. Sanatcidan
alinan izinle, tek kanalli video olarak sergilenen
calisma, Laitinen'in izleyicinin katimi olmaksizin
gelistirdigi bir performansa dayaniyor. Calismada,
dalgalarin iticiligine ragmen, sanatcinin canla
basla ugrasarak topladigi taslarla Gizerinde
sadece kendisinin oturabilecegi kiictkltkte bir
adacik olusturmak icin verdigi caba gtézlemlenir.
Baltik Denizi’'ndeki irili ufakl binlerce adanin
varligina ragmen sanatcinin kendi el emegiyle bir
ada olusturmasi, metaforik olarak insanoglunun
duslerine olan tutkusuna génderme yapar.

Toplam otuz alti dakika boyunca sanatcinin kendi
adasini olusturmasini izleyenler, bu cabanin ne
kadar zor, dalgalarin ne kadar israrci ve gicla
olduguna da taniklik eder. Ama sanat¢inin doga
kosullarinin tiim bezdiriciligine ragmen kendi
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kucaginda tasidigi kaya parcalarini tst Gste
yigarak olusturdugu ada, ilk bakista anlamsiz,
kelimenin tam anlamiyla bosa kiirek cekmenin
sembolli olarak karsimiza cikar. Neden ve hangi
amaca yo6nelik oldugu belli olmayan bu adacik,
dalgalarin ve akintilarin giictiyle zaten belli bir
sure sonra ortadan kalkacaktir. O zaman sanatci
bu cabayi neden géstermektedir?

Dusler her zaman gerceklerin, neden-sonucg
iliskilerinin 6tesinde durur. Bu 6zellikleriyle de, ilk
bakista belli bir anlamlari olmasa da, bireyi
zenginlestirerek hayal gliciini tetiklerler. Laitinen
dis dinyasinin kapilarini araladigi bu
calismasinda, izleyiciye, hangi kosullarda olursa
olsun, hayallerine ulasmak icin verilen cabanin
onemini, gerekliligini, hatta kutsalligini
hatirlatmaktadir. Hemen her insan hic kimseyle
diyalogunun olmadigi, kendi 6zgurligint
doyaslya yasayacagi kendisine ait bir adanin,
odanin, mekanin hayalini kurar. Virginia Woolf
Kendine Ait Bir Oda (1929) isimli denemesinde,
Demir Ozlii ise iste Senin Hayatin isimli (2015)
anlatisinda bireyin kendi 6zgtrltgin ilan
edebilecegi alanlarin arayisini dile getirir.

Antti Laitinen’in calismasi, anlam, fayda, sonuc
beklemeden insanin hayalleri pesinde kosmasini
taclandiran, bireyin 6zgirlesmesi icin koklu bir
micadele vermesi gerektigini hatirlatan bir
karaktere sahip. Sanatci, yalin imgelerin
yardimiyla, adeta izleyiciyi de kendi adasini
kurmaya davet ediyor.

Dr. Necmi Sénmez
Dusseldorf, Subat 2016
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Work=Being in the World

Borusan Contemporary'nin degerli
isbirligiyle gerceklestirilmektedir.
Work=Being in the World

has become possible thanks to the
collaboration of Borusan Contemporary.
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ANISLAND OF ONE'S OWN

The WORK=BEING IN THE WORLD project’s
second screening is Finnish artist Antti Laitinen’s
It's My Island |, I, Ill. Born in 1975, Laitinen
received his education at the Turku and Helsinki
art academies. After 2003 he concentrated on
the relationship between nature and human
beings in his exhibitions and produced an
interrelated body of works working concurrently
with different mediums such as sculpture,
performance, video and site-specific installations.
In his actions without an audience, he made
strong references to different concepts using
performance, which has become widely used
since 1960s, as a medium. His 2002 work

Bare Necessities was a turning point in his career;
the artist lived in the nature for four days without
food, drinks and clothing and documented the
changes in his body. From then on, he started
using materials the nature provided him like
stones, mud, and tree bark and chased his
"personal utopia” making references to the
universal dreams and imagination of human
beings.

Originally conceived as a triptych formed of three
projections, Laitinen's 2007 video work It's My
Island, a performance with no audience, is
exhibited as a single-channel video by permission
of the artist. The video shows the artist's struggle
to build a tiny island to sit on by dragging and
piling up sacks he filled with sand; all despite the
countering force of the waves. Considering the
thousands of islands of different sizes in the Baltic
Sea, the artist’s struggle to create one of his own
can be read as a reference to human beings’
passion for their dreams.

Watching the artist build his own island for
thirty-six minutes, the viewer witnesses the
hardship the artist encounters as well as the
irksome and persistent force of the waves. This
islet Laitinen built using sand-filled sacks he
carried and piled up despite all harsh conditions
might, at first, look meaningless, like a symbol of

running in circles. Based on no reason or purpose,
it will be carried away by currents and waves

anyway. Then what is the artist's motive in
struggling so hard?

Dreams are always beyond reality and
cause-effect. Therefore it may not be possible

to attribute meanings to them at first sight; still
they enrich the individual and trigger his or her
imagination. With his work opening out to the
realm of imagination, Laitinen reminds the viewer
of the importance, necessity and even the
sanctity of efforts towards reaching out to one's
dreams. Almost everyone dreams of an island,
aroom, a space where there is no dialog and
where they can experience their freedom to the
fullest extent. Virginia Woolf in her A Room of
One’s Own (1929) and Demir Ozlii in his iste Senin
Hayatin (This is Your Life, 2015) tell us about the
individuals' search for places where they can
claim their freedom.

Antti Laitinen’s work commends chasing dreams
without expecting any benefit or result in return
and reminds us that an individual should go on an
all out struggle for freedom. With the help of
simple but powerful images, he almost invites the
viewer to build islands of their own.

Dr. Necmi S6nmez
Dusseldorf, Subat 2016

W=BITW

Borusan Sanat binasinin girisi icin
tasarlanan ve adini Susan Sontag'in
giinliigline yazdigi bir cimleden alan
WORK=BEING IN THE WORLD
projesinin hedefi, Borusan Cagdas Sanat
Koleksiyonu'ndaki video calismalarindan
derlenen bir secki cercevesinde, yeni
medya alaninda isler tireten uluslararasi
sanatcilarin calismalarinin sunulacag bir
sergi modeli gelistirmektir. 2000'li
yillardan itibaren “moving image” olarak
tanimlanan sanat eserleri tizerine
yogunlasan bir koleksiyon gelistiren
Borusan, farkli tekniklerle tiretilmis video
calismalariyla 6zel olarak ilgileniyor.
Dijital imge tretimi, cagdas sanatin
degisik egilimlerini glindeme getiren
deneylerin 6n planda oldugu bir alan.
Borusan da bu alana yogunlasarak
uluslararasi bir cizgide kapsamli bir video
sanati koleksiyonu olusturdu.
WORK=BEING IN THE WORLD
gosterimler dizisi de, bu koleksiyondan
secilmis on bir video calismasini aylik
degisim modeliyle 2016 yili boyunca
sanatseverlere sunacak.

W=BITW

Designed for the entrance level of
Borusan Sanat building, WORK=BEING
IN THE WORLD aims to develop an
exhibition model presenting a selection
of video works from the Borusan
Contemporary Art Collection. With its
titled inspired by a note penned by Susan
Sontag in her dairy, the exhibition series
will feature international artists focusing
on new media. Artworks, which have
come to be defined as “moving image”
since 2000s, have a special place in
Borusan Contemporary Contemporary
collection, especially video works
produced with different techniques.
Experimental endeavors towards
different trends in contemporary art have
always been at the forefront of digital
image production and Borusan has
amassed a comprehensive video
collection of international standing.
WORK=BEING IN THE WORLD will
focus on eleven video works selected
from the collection on a monthly basis
throughout 2016.
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